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Transport is an essential element in achieving European Union desideratum to create a 
dynamic  economy  and  social  cohesion  at  European  level.  Continuous  growth  of  goods 
volume and of the number of people that move daily in the European area, most of them by 
car,  determined  a  deep  imbalance  between  various  ways  of  transport,  road  transport 
winning the battle with other modes of transport – by train and naval. At the same time, by 
all ways of transport, road transport has the biggest energy consumption and is the main 
polluter of the environment. In the last ten years, European Union policy in transport field 
knows a growing approach on transport sustainable development problem. Considering 
this,  this  paper  aims  to  highlight  positive  connotations  that  multimodal  transport 
development may have in rebalancing transport modes and hence on economic efficiency 
growth and environmental protection. 
 
KEYWORDS: European Union, multimodal, policy, sustainability, transport. 
 




ACEA.  (2006).  Freight  Transport  Logistics  in  Europe  –  Key  to  Sustainable  Mobility, 
Retrieved  from  http://www.  acea.be/images/uploads/Freight_LogisticsFinal_-
_Dec_2006.pdf. 
Dragu,  V.  (2009).  Transporturile  Intermodale  –  Soluţii  Eficiente  pentru  Economisirea 
Resurselor şi Limitarea Efectelor Externe Negative, AGIR, 4, 168-171. 
EEA.  (2006).  Annual  European  Community  Greenhouse  Gas  Inventory  1990–2004  and 
Inventory  Report  2006:  Submission  to  the  UNFCCC  Secretariat,  Retrieved  from 
http://www.sustainable-design.ie/arch/EEA_  European-GreenHouseGas-Inventory-
2006.pdf. 
Europa Press Room.  (2011).  Transport 2050: The Major Challenges, The Key Measures, 
Retrieved from http:// europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/ 
11/197&format=HTML&aged=0&language=en. 
European Commission. (2011). Roadmap to a Single European Transport Area – Towards 
a  Competitive  and  Resource  Efficient  Transport  System,  Retrieved  from 
http://issuu.com/monicafanlo2/docs/roadmap_transport_area. Proceedings of the 10
th International Conference INVESTMENTS AND ECONOMIC RECOVERY,  
26 – 28 May, 2011, Bucharest, ROMANIA 
 
 
European Parliament. (2007). Commission Decision of 31 May 2007 Amending Decision 
2004/20/EC in Order to Transform the "Intelligent Energy Executive Agency" into 




European Parliament. (2004). Regulation (EC) No 788/2004 of the European Parliament and of 
the Council of 21 April 2004 amending Council Regulation (EC) No 2236/95 and 
Regulations (EC) No 1655/2000, (EC) No 1382/2003 and (EC) No 2152/2003 with a 
View to Adapting the Reference Amounts to Take Account of the Enlargement of the 
European  Union,  Retrieved  from  http://eur-lex.europa.eu/Notice.do? 
mode=dbl&lng1=fr,en&lang=&lng2=bg,cs,da,de,el,  en,es,et,fi,fr,hu,it,lt,lv,mt,nl,pl, 
pt,ro,sk,sl,sv,&val=343611:cs&page=&hwords=null. 
Eurostat.  (2011a).  Energy  Statistics  –  Main  Indicators,  Retrieved  from 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/ page/portal/energy/data/database. 
Eurostat.  (2011b).  European  Strategies  –  White  Paper  2011,  Retrieved  from 
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/strategies/ 2011_white_paper_en.htm. 
Eurostat.  (2011c)  Keeping  Europe  Moving.  Retrieved  from  http://ec.europa.eu/ 
transport/index_en.htm. 
Eurostat.  (2011d).  Volume  of  Transport  Relative  to  GDP.  Retrieved  from 
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/ portal/statistics/search_database. 
Eurostat.  (2011e).  What  is  the  SESAR  Project?  Single  European  Sky  ATM  Research, 
Retrieved from http://ec.europa.eu/ transport/air/sesar/sesar_en.htm. 
JRC.  (2011).  Trans-Tools  Models,  Retrieved  from  http://energy.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ 
transtools/FTP.html. 
 